
Camp COVID Protocol - Summer 2021
Church of the Brethren Western Plains District

The Western Plains District of the Church of the Brethren, in an effort to provide a safe and enjoyable camping
experience for the youth of our district during the COVID pandemic, has developed the following protocol for
our district camps for the 2021 season. All staff, campers, and parents of campers or CITs are asked to read, sign
and agree to abide by this protocol. Staff and campers will not be allowed to participate in camping activities
without a signed protocol. After completing the form, you will be e-mailed a copy of the form and protocol to the
e-mail address provided.

Prior to Arrival at Camp
All staff ages 16 and older are required to be fully vaccinated for COVID prior to the first day of camp. This
means that the final immunization of a series needs to be administered no later than 2 weeks prior to the first
day of camp.

All campers who are eligible to receive the vaccine are strongly encouraged but not required to be fully
vaccinated.

All campers will be required to have proof of a negative COVID test done in the 72 hours prior to camp arrival.
Campers who arrive at camp without this documentation will not be allowed to stay at camp. The only
exceptions for needing to provide proof of a negative test are as follows:

1) The camper has been fully vaccinated for COVID 19 as outlined above and brings proof of the
vaccination.
2) The camper has tested positive for COVID 19 in the past 90 days and is fully recovered. This camper
will need to provide a signed letter from a physician which documents the date of the positive test and
the date on which the camper was considered to be fully recovered and no longer needed to isolate.

All health forms, COVID waivers and COVID protocol forms will need to be fully completed, signed and returned
to the camp directors prior to the first day of camp. Campers who do not have this completed prior to the first
day of camp will not be allowed to attend and will be turned away if they arrive at camp.

Arrival at Camp
All persons arriving at camp will be screened for COVID symptoms upon arrival by the camp health staff. Anyone
exhibiting symptoms will be immediately isolated and tested.

Persons transporting campers to camp are asked to stay until all of the campers they have transported have
been fully checked-in and cleared to stay at camp. Drivers are allowed to use camp restroom facilities, but are
asked to minimally interact with others and to stay near their vehicle until they have been released to leave.
Drivers will need to wear a mask anytime they are not in their vehicle.

Campers will be assigned cabins by their directors. Efforts will be made to keep campers in the same cabin as
other campers of the same gender with whom they traveled.

Campers should arrive with their own water bottle as well as with a supply of masks. It is recommended that
campers have 2 masks for each day of camp in case one becomes wet/soiled.

Given the relatively small size of our camps (fewer than 40 campers and more commonly 10-20 campers),
campers will not be divided into cohorts as may be done at larger camps.



Camp Life
Campers and staff will be screened daily by medical staff for COVID symptoms using a list of standard screening
questions.

Campers and staff are expected to have a mask with them at all times.

Campers and staff will need to wear a mask over their mouth and nose indoors at all times with the following
exceptions:

1) Seated and eating (efforts will be made to have meals eaten outside as often as possible)
2) Swimming/bathing/showering
3) Sleeping

Campers and staff will be required to wear a mask outdoors when they are unable to maintain 6 feet of social
distancing.

Efforts will be made to keep showering/bathhouse time divided by cabin groups and will try to minimize the
number of occupants there at one time.

Meals will not be served family style. Food will either be served in a paper bag as appropriate for a sack lunch
picnic, or plated by kitchen staff on paper plates. Staff will be 6 feet from campers or behind plexiglass
separators.

Campers will be divided into small groups for activities, discussions, chores as per usual camp tradition.

Singing/chanting at mealtimes will not be allowed. Prayers/singing prior to meal times will be done outdoors with
masks.

Singing/chanting at campfire is allowed if campers are 6 foot socially distanced and wearing masks.

Campers may be transported by vehicle offsite for camp activities (for example hiking or swimming) as per the
discretion of that session’s director(s). Parents are encouraged to contact their child’s director if they have
questions about what activities are planned and how campers will be transported. All campers and staff are
required to wear masks when in vehicles.

Campers may be evacuated from camp property by vehicles in case of emergency.

COVID Testing
All persons at camp will receive a standard screening questionnaire daily by the camp medical staff regarding
COVID symptoms.

Any person experiencing possible symptoms of COVID (fever, cough, sore throat, loss of taste or smell,
shortness of breath or diarrhea) should notify the camp medical staff immediately.

All symptomatic persons will be assessed by camp medical staff and will receive antigen testing if deemed
appropriate.
Persons who have symptoms but test negative on the antigen test will follow the procedures as outlined below:

1) The parent/guardian will be notified of the presence of symptoms and a negative antigen test.
2) The symptomatic person will be placed in isolation at camp until they can be taken to a local medical

facility for PCR testing/evaluation. If the PCR test is negative, the person may return to camp and can
return to normal camp activity as determined by camp medical staff.



3) If the PCR test is positive, the person will be placed in isolation at the camp until the parent/guardian
can take the person home, preferably within 24 hours.

4) Regardless of the outcome of the PCR test, the camper may choose to go home with a
parent/guardian. If this option is chosen, the camper may not return to camp.

If a person has symptoms and tests positive on the antigen test, the following will occur:
1) The person will immediately be placed in an isolation area and provided any immediate needed

medical care by camp medical staff.
2) If an emergent medical condition exists, EMS will be notified for transfer to a local hospital for care.
3) The parent/guardian will be notified of the positive test and the camper’s condition.
4) The health department will be notified.
5) If the symptomatic person does not require ER or hospital care, parents are expected to retrieve the

camper from the camp within 24 hours.
6) The symptomatic person will remain in isolation until they leave camp.
7) Parents/guardians are expected to follow local health department guidelines for maintaining isolation

while traveling home with the camper. (https://covid19.colorado.gov/residential-camps)
8) Parents/guardians are responsible for all costs of retrieving the camper from camp as well as costs

related to rules of isolation and quarantine, including, but not limited to, gas, meals, and hotels.

All campers will undergo screening with antigen testing during their camp session. Current guidelines suggest
this be done sometime between Day 3-5 of the camp session. Campers who were exempted from testing prior
to camp will also be exempt from this testing. This only applies to week-long camps and not “Come Along with
Me”.

If state/local health department guidelines change prior to the camp session, all persons will be screened at the
frequency outlined in the new guidelines. This could result in campers/staff being screening with antigen testing
multiple times during their camp session.

If a person is without symptoms but tests positive with the antigen test, they are considered to have COVID and
the same steps will be followed as listed above for persons with symptoms and a positive antigen test. There is
no role for a confirmatory PCR test in this setting.

Quarantine and Isolation
Persons who are sick or displaying symptoms of illness are placed in isolation (away from other campers, but
tended to by medical staff). Isolation lasts until a person is no longer ill and/or no longer felt to be capable of
transmitting illness to others.

Persons who have been exposed to an ill person but are not themselves ill, are placed in quarantine. Quarantine
can occur with others who were also exposed but not ill. If a person in quarantine becomes ill, they are then
placed in isolation. Current guidelines end quarantine for COVID exposure at 7-10 days, depending on whether
or not a person has a COVID test done on day 7.

Western Plains District has made the decision that the presence of a positive COVID test in a camper or staff will
result in the immediate end of that camp session. Since the campers will not be placed in cohorts, it is possible
that the health department will consider all staff and campers who are not fully vaccinated, to be in quarantine.
Persons transporting persons in isolation or quarantine may need to also quarantine upon arrival at home,
depending on their own vaccination status.

While many campers arrive at camp in a church or group van, it may be necessary for parents/guardians to
arrange for individual transport away from camp should there be a case of COVID during camp.



Campers who are in isolation may only be transported by their parents/guardians or other individuals who have
written permission by the parent/guardian to seek medical evaluation and treatment for the sick person.

Financial Responsibility
Parents are financially responsible for all COVID testing prior to the start of camp as well as any testing done by
providers who are not camp staff.

The camps will provide COVID antigen testing for all symptomatic persons as well as intermittent screening of
asymptomatic persons as noted above.

The parents are responsible for all costs related to treatment of suspected or confirmed COVID, including urgent
care, emergency room or hospital costs.

Persons choosing to cancel their camp registration will be refunded 100% of registration fees if they cancel up to
the day prior to the start of camp.

Once camp has started, no refunds will be given, even if the camp session is shortened for any reason for one
or more campers.

Name of Camper or Staff:

Your Role at Camp: ▢ Camper ▢ Staff

Participant in which camp? ▢ Camp Colorado ▢ Camp Mt. Hermon

What age group session are you (or your camper) attending?

I acknowledge that I have read and understand the Western Plains District COVID protocol for
2021 summer camping.

Signature of Camper or Staff:

Signature of Parent/Guardian (if camper or Counselor in Training):

By typing my name below, I (or my camper) agree to abide by the Western Plains District COVID
protocol for 2021 summer camping.

Signature of Camper or Staff:

Signature of Parent/Guardian (if camper or Counselor in Training):


